A survey of 62 sites on 59 Region 4 streams was conducted as part of a Montana prairie stream inventory. This was the first time the majority of the streams had been sampled. Most sites were randomly selected, based on stream length, 4* Code Hydrologic Unit (HUC), and lack of previous sampling. However, 16 sites were chosen based on professional judgment of local fisheries staff Of the 62 sites surveyed, 33 were dry, 7 held water but no fish, and 22 had fish. At least one site was sampled in nineteen HUCs. Fish were not found in 7 of the sampled HUCs. Sites were sampled with seines, or a backpack electrofishmg umt and on the Musselshell River, with experimental gill nets. A backpack electrofishing unit was used to sample 5 of the 62 sites A total of 11, 799 fish including 3 1 species in 9 famihes were captured. Twenty-two species were native to Montana and 9 were introduced. The fathead minnow and the longnose dace had the greatest distribution at 14 sites each. The plains minnow and the fathead minnow were the most abundant with 2 472 and 1 617 individuals captured respectively. Brook stickleback and freshwater drum were the least common species, with only one specimen captured. Goldeye, emerald shiner, mountain whitefish, brook stickleback, freshwater drum, Iowa darter and yellow perch were each found at one site. The Teton River and the Musselshell River had the greatest species diversity with 12 and 13 species. Five streams. Chip
was 2 626^iS on streams that contained fish. Fathead minnows were sampled in the stream with a conductivity of 14,090 |iS. The pH ranged from 7.52 to 9.72 with a mean of 8.42 for all sites surveyed. For streams with fish, the pH ranged from 7.52 to 9.13 (mean of 8.32) . The most common substrate was fines.
We documented fine substrate at every site except the Judith River and Smith River Site 1.
In ftiture years, additional fish identification training for prairie fish crews would be helpful. We also recommend that crews from different regions spend time sampling together early m the season to assist m standardization of methods, fish identification and problem solving. This was the third year of a major drought in northcentral Montana; all counties in Region 4 were in extreme drought by late summer (Palmer index). It is likely that additional streams would have contained water and fish during normal precipitation years. Streams with a longer drainage length were more likely to contain water, so it is appropriate to continue to bias random samples by stream length to maximize tish j sampling on prairie streams. Reichel and Flath (1995) We captured four fish species at site 2 that were not present at site 1 ( 
